
Using Color  



Complementary: formed when two colors opposite each other on the color wheel are used.  

Use complementary colors, 

colors on opposite sides of 

the wheel, to create visual 

interest.  

Analogous: formed when any three colors next to each other on a twelve part color wheel are used.  

When working with an 

analogous color scheme, you 

may want to use the third 

color as an accent.  

Monochromatic: formed when variations of a single color are used.  

Using monochromatic colors 

creates a sense of harmony 

and produces a soothing 

effect.  



Achromatic: colors that have no hue and are often considered to be neutral. Includes black, white, 

and grey   

When creating a text-

centered document, try using 

an achromatic color scheme.  

Quick Tips 

• Select colors appropriate to the purpose of your document. For example, use bright colors to design 

an invitation to a childôs birthday party. Bright colors are not only fun and vibrant but they capture 

the appropriate tone of the event.  

• Try to stick to one dominant color, and use other colors as accents. Too many vibrant colors create 

confusion and clutter.  

• Create your own color scheme instead of relying on templates. Templates restrict your creativity 

and tend to look generic.  

Further Assistance: For more detailed help or if you have questions, visit the Writing Center located 

in the Lewis University Library or call 815-836-5427.  
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